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of the interests. This organization together with 
the Parent-Teacher Association cooperates with 
the state chairman of the bureau of child wel- 
fare. They are striving to bring about a day 
when every individual in North Carolina shall 
have the fullest opportunity for complete self -de- 
velopment and self-expression. The state direc- 
tor of the child welfare division is looking to the 
women's clubs to help support the state's 2,500 
dependent children now in institutions and to 
save those not in any state home, and the wo- 
men's clubs throughout the state are gladly re- 
sponding. County detention homes are springing 
up in North Carolina and are being assisted by 
the women's clubs. One club in the state gave 
up its annual reception and donated the money 
saved, about $100, to its county detention home 
where wayward boys are taken care of. Another 
pride of the Federation is Samarcand, the home 
for delinquent girls. It was largely through the 
work of the chairman of the legislative commit- 
tee of the State Federation that the bill creating 
Samarcand was passed. Cooperating with super- 
intendents of public welfare, they are doing all 
they can for the delinquent girls and their 
problems. 

(Continued in the January Journal) 



THE SOCIAL PROGRAM OF THE 

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 

WOMEN VOTERS 

Gertrude Weil 

The National League of Women Voters is 
an organization of women who wish not only to 
vote but to use their votes to the best advantage 
— for the public good as well as for the protection 
of their own rights. 

Its purpose is to develop the woman citizen 
into an intelligent and self-directing voter and to 
turn her vote toward constructive social ends. 

To put this purpose into effect the League has 
established three principal departments of work : 
(1) Training for Citizenship, (2) Legislation, and 
(3) Efficiency in Government. 

(1) Believing in an informed electorate the 
League aims to train women in the duties of 
citizenship, the principles and machinery of gov- 
ernment, and a knowledge of conditions and 
problems. Through its state and local branches 



the National League aims to develop a system of 
such training on a nation-wide scale. 

(2) The League provides means by which 
women voters, irrespective of party affiliation, 
can bring their united influence to bear toward 
the passage of legislation which embodies the 
woman's point of view. The woman power in 
the electorate, welded together as a distinct force, 
is directed toward the accomplishment of definite 
results. The legislative program is based on a 
careful survey of conditions by the several stand- 
ing committees and submitted to the membership 
of the League. The League believes that legis- 
lation should be the result of a demand that is 
genuine and widespread, a demand based on con- 
viction after hearing all sides of the question, and 
having, therefore, the determination to persevere 
until the object is gained. 

(3) It too often happens that the machinery 
of our government is controlled by powerful and 
selfish minorities. The League believes that the 
methods of taking votes, nominating candidates, 
writing platforms, securing legislation, and ad- 
ministering government must be improved to 
make them more responsive and responsible to 
public opinion. This is a prime concern of the 
League of Women Voters, because no other group 
of women is organized for this purpose and be- 
cause, since women are newly enfranchised and 
bound by no entanglements of political precedent 
or mental habit, they can approach the subject 
freely and fairly. 

The League believes that women are a distinct 
element in the electorate, but does not believe in a 
separate woman's political party; rather that 
women and men have a common stake in civiliz- 
ation, a common interest in good government, 
and should form a cooperating party of the body 
politic. 

The League urges its members to enroll in the 
political parties, believing that the average citizen 
can best function through a party, since ours is a 
party form of government. The League holds, 
however, that a citizen's duty is to country first 
and to party second, that a party is only a means 
to an end, and that the end should be kept con- 
stantly in view. The women of the League do 
not believe in giving their consciences into the 
keeping of a political party, but rather that they 
owe it to the party to help it keep abreast of en- 
lightened public opinion. 



